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ADVERTISEMENT, 


WHEN this Sermon was delivered at 
the monthly meeting, the Preacher had no 
thought of its being made more public 
than from the pulpit ; but when the mi- 
niſters and people. who heard it were 
pleaſed to expreſs their approbation by 
defiring that it might be printed, this in- 
duced him to hope that ſome good effect 
had been already produced, and that it might 


be rendered ſtill more beneficial if publiſned. 


With this hope he ſent it to the preſs, and 
if the Lord ſhall fo far bleſs the publi- 
cation, that it may be the means of pro- 
moting the ſpirit of religion among pro- 
feſſors, and of leading them to a good 
plan of conduct, the Author's great end 
will be anſwered, 
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SERMON. 


1 CoR. xIv. 40. 


ET ALL [THINGS BE DONE, DECENTLY, 
AND IN ORDER. 


THESE words contain an excellent 
A. rule for our general conduct. Let 
all things be done decently, in an agreeable 
and becoming manner; and in order, in a 


regular method, every thing in its proper 
time and place, ſo as to prevent confuſion *. 


* Evoyx-wovws, compoſite, decenter, honeſte. Kara 


raw. It is ſometimes. taken ſtrictly in oppoſition to 
_confuſion, and ſo it is a diſtinct thing from decency. 
Militare vocabulum et denotat cohortem militum in- 


ſtructam et ordine apto conglobatam.—Critica Sacra, 


B If 
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33 | 
If men would obſerve this rule in their 
civil affairs, they would find conſiderable 
advantage by it ; for upon forming a good 
plan and ſtrictly obſerving it, they would 
diſpatch their buſineſs more expeditiouſly 
as well as more comfortably. Some per- 
ſons for want of a good method, appear to 
be always buſy, yea almoſt continually in a 
Hurry, yet bring little to paſs ; whereas 
thoſe who carry on buſineſs in an orderly 
way, ſeldom appear to be in a hurry, yet 
accompliſh a great deal. The minds of 
theſe perſons are calm, and by attending to 
every part of their buſineſs, in its proper 
time and place, all goes on ſmoothly ; 
whilſt their minds who obſerve no order, 
are embarraſſed with a crowd of cares at 
ONCE, 


If we apply this rule to our domeſtic 
concerns, and practiſe upon it, we ſhall find 
that it contributes much to our own benefit 
and _—_— and that of our families. 


Obſerving 
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Obſerving this rule, we ſhall have our 
ſtated times for religious duties, in the 
family and in the cloſet, as alſo for our 
worldly buſineſs and concerns, and by 
keeping every duty in its proper place, all 
goes On pleaſantly but if we obſerve no 
rule, or are continually breaking our rule, 
then one duty joſtles out another, and the 
good of the family, as well as our own com- 
fort, is much impaired thereby. We ought 
to take care, that we do not devote that 
time to indolence, or to pleaſure and amuſe- 
ment, which ſhould be ſpent in the Sn 
of our ſecular calling; for if buſineſs be 
neglected, it 1s not only finful in itſelf, 
but in its tendency is ruinous to. our cir- 
cumſtances. As Solomon ſays, * the foul 
« of the ſluggard defireth and hath no- 
* thing,” Prov. xiii. 4. and he does not 
ſpeak much better of the man of pleaſure, 
chap. xxi. 17. He that loveth pleaſure 
« ſhall be a poor man, and he that loveth 
* wine and oil ſhall not be rich.“ Then 
| B 2 | as 
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as to religion, if we ſuffer our worldly bu- 
ſineſs or company to incroach upon the 
time which ſhould be ſpent in religious 
duties, or if we ſpend that time from home 
which ought to be ſpent in thoſe exerciſes ; 
alas! what are we doing? Weare wrong- 
ing our own ſouls, and the ſouls of our 
domeſtics, What muſt our children and 

| ſervants think of our religion, if they per- 
ceive that we do frequently make it truckle 
to the world, or to company, or to plea- 
ſure ; or that we can neglect or practiſe it, 
Juſt as ſuits exiſting circumſtances? Will 
they not be tempted to think, that there is 
no reality in it ? And are they not in danger 

of being greatly hurt, as to their beſt in- 

tereſt, by. our diforderly conduct? and it 
is well, if their ſouls are not ruined. 


By conſulting the context it will appear, 

| that the words of the text have a primary 
reference to the public worſhip of God, 
that it may be performed in a decent and 
orderly 


(. 


orderly way: and as the ſubje& we are 
now to conſider, relates to an orderly me- 
thod of conducting our religious exerciſes, 
in public and private, that one duty may 
not interfere with another, I preſume it 
will be thought, the text 1s not improperly 
choſen, but furniſhes us with an excellent 
maxim *. | 


The 


* This paſſage of Scripture is no warrant for any to 
introduce into the worſhip of God, ceremonies of hu- 
man invention, in order to make it more beautiful than 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles have left it. The wor- 
ſhip under the Moſaic Diſpenſation, was attended with 
a great deal of outward pomp and ceremony, bubas an 
Apoſtle ſays, theſe were carnal ordinances impoſed on 
the people, until the time of reformation. God de- 
ſigned to bring his church to a more ſpiritual ſtate of 
worſhip, which he has done by the Goſpel Diſpenſa- 
tion; and now the beauty of divine worſhip conſiſts in 
its ſimplicity and ſpirituality, and all attempts to adorn 
it, by the addition of human ceremonies, do but hide 
and tarniſh its real glory, and carry in them a reflec- 
tion upon our divine Maſter himſelf, as if he had given 
us a plan of worſhip not ſufficiently perfect, but which 
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The ſubject, as expreſſed in the printed 
liſt, is an attendance on public ordinances not 
to infringe on the duties of the family and the 
cloſet. 


Here it 1s ſuppoſed or taken for granted, 
that religion is to be attended to in our fa- 
milies, and cloſets, and public aſſemblies; 
and that we ſhould endeavour to form ſuch 
a plan and execute it, that all may be con- 
ducted ſo, as will beſt promote the great 


might be mended by our additions. My ſentiments 
quite accord with arch-biſtop Leighton's, when he lays, 
<« the glory of the church of God conſiſts not in ſtately 
ce buildings of temples, and rich furniture and pompous 
te ceremonies ; theſe agree not with its ſpiritual nature. 
Its true and genuine beauty is to grow in ſpirituality, 
& and ſo to be liker itſelf, and have more of the preſence 
& of God, and his glory filling it as a cloud. And it 
ce hath been obſerved, that the more the church grew 
« in outward riches and ftate, the leſs ſhe grew, or 
tc rather the more ſenſibly ſhe abated in ſpiritual excel- 
te encies.”—Leighton's Commentary on iſt Epiſt. of 
Peter, ii. 4 5\ | 
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deſign of religion, which is the honour of 
God, the welfare of our own ſouls, and of 
thoſe with whom we are particularly con- 
nected. | 


Here then I ſhall, Firſt, ſpeak of the 
neceſſity and importance of religion in the 


family, religion in the cloſet, and religion 
in the ſanctuary of God. 


Secondly, Endeavour to ſhow, what is 
the beſt method of carrying on the whole 
to advantage. 


I begin with the neceſſity and importance 
of religion in the Family. Now that it is 
the duty of all, who are placed at the head 
of families, to endeavour to promote the 
fear of God, and the ſpiritual intereſt of 
their domeſtics, may be demonſtrated from 
various conſiderations. | 
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If we only advert to the light of nature, 
or the reaſon which is in man, this will 
teach us, that they who have families ought 
to take care to provide for their ſuſtenance, 
and to preſerve them in health, ſafety and 
comfort. Agreeable to which the Scripture 
declares, © If any provide not for his own, 
« eſpecially for thoſe of his own houſe, 
% he hath denied the faith, and is worſe 
« than an infidel.” 1 Tim. v. 8. But 
what! is our concern and attention ta be 
confined to the preſent life, and their tem- 
poral intereſt ? Ought it not to be.extended 

to their ſouls and their everlaſting ſalvation? 
Their ſouls are of much greater value than 
their bodies, yea of greater worth than all 
the world. The foul is the man. This is 
the jewel, the body is but the caſket : This 
is the inhabitant, the body is but the tent. 
The ſoul is immortal, which gives it a vaſt 
weight and importance, but the body muſt 
ſhortly die. Therefore heads -of families, 
conſidering that they have precious ſouls 


com- 


6 


committed to their care, ſhould have a ſpe- 


cial concern about them. If men would 


but calmly and impartially conſider this 
matter, we might ſafely appeal to the tri- 
bunal of reaſon; but turning our thoughts 
to God's revelation, there we have the moſt 
ſatisfactory evidence of his mind and will, 
in this caſe. Family religion is recom- 
mended to us, both by precept and ex- 
ample. For the preſent I ſhall only pro- 
duce two texts of Scripture ; one is Prov. 
xxii. 6, Train up a child in the way he 


„ ſhould go, and when he is old he will 


% not depart from it.” The other is Eph. 
vi. 4. Ye fathers, provoke not your 
children to wrath, but bring. them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 


It is not a new obſervation, but in my 
opinion deſerves attention, that maſters of 
families ſhould be Prophets, Prieſts, and 
Kings, in their own houſes, Prophets to 

YE inſtruct 
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inſtruct their families in the knowledge of 
-,, God; Prieſts to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices 
with them and for them ; and —_ to 
rule and govern them. 


As to inſtruction, ſee how that is urged 
upon us reſpecting our children, in Deut. 
Xi. 19. Ye ſhall teach them your chil- 
dren,” that is, teach your children the 
words of the Lord, ſpeaking of them, 
«© when thou ſitteſt in thy houſe, and when 
« thou walkeſt by the way, when thou 
* lieft down, and when thou riſeſt up.“ 
Family-inſtruction is an important part of 
family-religion, and for this purpoſe there 
| ſhould be reading God's holy word in the fa- 
mily, and catechiſing of children and ſervants. 
The Bible is the ſtore-houſe of heavenly wiſ- 
dom, and if we would have our children 
and ſervants acquainted with their duty to 
God and man, and be wiſe unto ſalvation, 


we ſhould read to them, and cauſe them to 
read, 


(7 251. 
read, that bleſſed book the Bible, and en- 
deavour to inſtruct them in the knowledge 
thereof. It was Timothy's happineſs, that 
« From a child he had known the holy 
« ſcriptures, which were able to make him 
« wiſe unto falvation, through faith which 
« is in Chriſt Jeſus.” 2 Tim. iii. 15. This 
was owing, we have reaſon to believe, unto 
the pious care and good inſtruction of his 
grandmother Lois, and his mother Eunice, 
or of one of them at leaſt. See 2 Tim. i. 5. 
Beſides reading the Scripture and other 
good books, which may help us to under- 
ſtand it, catechiſing children and ſervants 
at certain times, is a very likely means of 
doing good to their ſouls. This indeed is 
an excellent way of conveying inſtruction 
to the minds of young people, becauſe it 
brings the principles of religion cloſe to 
their underſtanding, naturally fixes their 
attention upon them, and is more likely to en- 
lighten and impreſs them than large con- 
tinued diſcourſes, We are at no loſs for 

CatC= 
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catechiſms, becauſe, beſides Dr. Watts's for 
young children, we have the Aſſembly's 
Catechiſm, which is a moſt excellent com- 
pendium of the Chriſtian religion. Many 
miniſters have done much good by cate- 
chiſing, and many heads of families have 
been bleſſed in the fame way. Since this 
mode of inſtruction has been in a great 
meaſure laid afide, the intereſt of vital 
godlinefs has been loſing ground. This is 
a matter, which deſerves the ſerious conſi- 
deration of miniſters, as well as of profeſ- 
fors in a private ſtation. 


We obſerved before, that as the maſter 
of a family ſhould be a prophet to inſtruct 
his family m the good knowledge of the 
Lord, fo he ſhould be a Prigſt, to offer 
up the daily facrifices of prayer and praiſe 
unto the God of heaven and earth. It is 
He that ſetteth the ſolitary in families, upon 
him we depend for family mercies, and 
to him we are indebted fax all we enjoy. 


( 23 
And ſhall we then make him no acknow-- 
ledgments in our families? Surely this 
muſt be very ungrateful to our Great Be- 
nefactor, as well as very injurious to our 
own ſouls, and the ſouls -of our domeſtics. 
Heads of families ſhould daily lead them to 
the Throne of Grace, and by praying with 
them, and for them, endeavour to teach 
them how to pray for themſelves. Their 
adorations of God, their confeſſions of ſm, 
their petitions for mercies, together with 
their thankſgivings and interceſſions, may. 
not only be pleaſing and acceptable to God 
through Jeſus Chriſt, but may be of much 
ſervice to their families, by inſtructing 
them in the duty of prayer, and quickening 
them to it under a divine influence. Dr. 
Doddridge, in his addreſs to the maſter of 
a family, on the important ſubject of family 
religion, after introducing that paſſage of 
Scripture, Jer. x. 25. * Pour out thy 
* fury upon the heathen that know thee 
not, and upon the families that call 
, ** not 
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* not upon thy name: thus ſpeaks to 
the maſter of a family. I appeal to you 
as a man of ordinary ſenſe and under- 
* ſtanding, to judge whether this does not 
C ſtrongly imply, that it may be taken for 
granted, every family, which is not an 
* heathen family, which is not quite ig- 
* norant of the living and true God, will 
call upon his name. Well then may it 
pain my heart to think, that there 

0 ſhould be a profeſſedly Chriſtian family, 
whom this dreadful character ſuits.” 
Moreover, the maſter of a family ſhould 
be à king in his own houſe, to govern it in 
the fear of God. He ſhould have good 
orders and rules in his houſe, and uſe his 
authority to have them obſerved. © I 
* know Abraham,” ſays God, that he 
„will command his children and his 
% houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep 
* the way of the Lord, to do juſtice and 
judgment, that the Lord may bring 
upon Abraham that which he hath 
7 ſpoken 
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4 ſpoken of him,” Gen. xviii. 19. This 
family- rule ſhould not be ſevere and ty- 
rannical, but mild and gentle, calculated 
to conciliate the eſteem of our dependents, 
and ſhould never go into rigorous meaſures, | 


except in caſes of neceſſity. / 


I cannot forbear adding, that all en- 
deavours for promoting family- religion 
ſhould be enforced by a good example, 
without which I fear all will come to no- 
thing, and perhaps worſe than nothing. 
It is commonly and truly ſaid, that ex- 
ample is better than precept: it is the 
moſt ſtriking way of conveying inſtruc- 
tion, and likely to be moſt ſucceſsful. 


However this is beſt of all, for theſe two” 


to go together. We ſhould let our children 
and ſervants ſee, that we are in earneſt 
about religion ; that whilſt we recommend 
it to them, we really practiſe it ourſelves. 
That as we caution them againſt ſin, 
againſt all manner of ſin, ſo we are care- 

ful 


(6 
ful to avoid and abſtain from it ourſelves ; 
and that when we urge upon them the 
neceſſity and importance of minding the 
things of their peace, we ſay nothing more 
than what we ſeriouſly attend to ourſelves. 
In ſhort, maſters of families ſhould be 
able to ſay to them, © come follow me, 


and J will lead you the way to heaven.” 


I proceed now to ſpeak of the neceſſity 

and importance of religion in the cloſer. 
For this we have our Lord's injunction, 
Matt. vi. 6. But thou, when thou 

" prayeſt, enter into thy cloſet, and when 
thou haſt ſhut thy door, pray to thy 
* Father which is in ſecret, and thy Fa- 
4 ther which ſeeth in ſecret ſhall reward 
„ thee openly.” Certainly it could not be 
our Lord's meaning, that we ſhould never 
pray except in our cloſets; no, but that 
we ſhould not be like the Phariſees, ho 
loved to be ſeen praying in the ſtreets and 

in the ſynagogue. © Don't imitate them,” 
ſays 
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ſays he, but make conſcience of ſecret 
* prayer, and let it be ſecret, out of the 
fight or hearing of your fellow mortals.” 
If we habitually neglect ſecret prayer, it 
is a ſign that our ſouls are alienated from 
the life of God, and that we have no juſt 
claim to him as our God. We may be 
induced to attend public worſhip, and even 
family-worſhip at times, from worldly 
motives ; yet all this is no better than hy- 
pocriſy, when religion is neglected in the 
cloſet. What evidence can we have of 
our having the love of God in us, if we 
ſhun his company, and never wiſh to con- 
verſe with him alone? He is the beſt friend 
we have in the world; we receive our 
all from his bounty, and depend upon 
him continually for a ſupply of all our 
wants. And what! have we nothing to 
ſay to him in ſecret? No thankſgivings 
to offer to him for mercies received? No 
petitions for mercies wanted? No con- 

C „ feſſions 
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feſſions of ſin? No humiliations, that we 
have not rendered to him according to 
the benefits done to us? Sure I am, if we 
have religion at heart, we cannot live in 
the neglect of ſecret prayer. There may 
be the outſide of religion without it, but 
chere cannot be the inſide, the vital part 
thereof. 


This duty comes recommended to us by 
the example of holy men. We read in 
Scripture of Abraham, Gen. xxi. 33, 
© That he planted a grove in Beer-ſheba, 
* and called there on the name of the 
« Lord, the everlaſting God.” This 
might ſerve both for his private and family- 
devotions. We are told of Iſaac, that he 
vent out into the field to meditate, or 
** pray (as in the margin) at eventide, Gen. 
xxiv. 63. And it is recorded of Jacob, that 
he wreſtled all night with God in prayer,” 
Ch. xxxii. 24. I could mention others 
out of the Old Teſtament, and if we turn 

to 
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to the New, we ſhall find examples there 
of the ſame practice. For inſtance, it is 
ſaid of Cornelius, that he was a devout 
% man, and one that feared God with all his 
t houſe, that he gave much alms tothe people, 
4 and prayed to God alway,” Ace x. 2. 
What an excellent character of this ſoldier! 
He was an eminently , godly and charitable 
man, and his praying to God always, may 
denote his praying in his family and his 
cloſet too; as alſo his conſtancy and per- 
ſeverance in thoſe exerciſes. It is quite to 
my purpoſe to remark, that when this Cor- 
nelius ſent for the apoſtle Peter, as he was 
directed to do by an angel of the Lord, the 
meſſengers which were ſent found him at 
his ſecret devotions on the houſe-top ; as 
we read in that chapter. I think there 
can be no room to doubt, that this hath 
been the practice of the ſaints of God in 
all ages, and therefore I will not look 
after more examples, but only mention 


P 
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that of our Bleſſed Lord himſelf. As one 
obſerves, *©* he prayed with his diſciples, 
* that from him we might learn to pray 
4 in our ſeveral families; and he prayed 
*«« apart from them, that we might alſo 
learn to pray in ſecret. We read of his 
being all night in prayer. How can 
* we think of this example, of one whom 
* we call our Lord and Maſter, and not 
* be. powerfully moved and affected by 
* it? How can we think. of the Son of 
* God wreſtling with his Father in ſecret, 
and not reſolve to imitate him?” As this 
practice is recommended by precept, and 
alſo by example, ſo it deſerves our regard, 
from its being an excellent privilege, and 
on account of the great advantage to be 
derived from it. Our condeſcending God 
allows us to tell him all that is in our 
hearts; to ſpread all our fins, all our 
wants, all our fears and diſtreſſes before 
Rey. Henry Grove. 
him, 
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him, and to call upon him for every good 
thing, with an humble hope and confidence, 
that whatever we aſk in the name of 
Chriſt, agreeable to the will of God, it 
ſhall be done for us. What a comfort is 
it, when we can go to God, as a friend 
and father in Jeſus Chriſt, and unboſom 
ourſelves before him? He invites us to 
come, and caſt all our cares and burdens 
upon him ;-and when we are helped to 
do this, it is a prodigious relief unto us. 
We go to the Throne with an heavy heart, 
as Hannah did, but having poured out our 
ſouls before Him, we come away joyful. 
Secret prayer is a precious means of hold- 
ing communion with God, and therefore 
it is of excellent uſe for nouriſhing our 
graces, for increaſing our comforts, and 
for promoting our meetneſs for heaven. 
Along with ſecret prayer there ſhould be 
reading God's holy word, meditation upon 
it, and ſometimes ſelf- examination. But 
of theſe I ſhall not now ſpeak particularly. 
C 3 come 
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I come now to ſpeak of religion in the 
fanfluvary. Although we ought carefully 
to avoid all vain oſtentation in our reli gion, 
and do nothing to be ſeen of men, yet 
we muſt not be aſhamed of religion, but 
openly eſpouſe and practiſe it in the ſight 
of men. They are weighty words of our 
divine Maſter upon this ſubject, Mart viii. 
38. Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me 
* and of my words in this adulterous'and 
« ſinful generation, of him alfo ſhall the 
** Son of Man be aſhamed, when he cometh 
< in the glory of the Father with his hoy 
vs angels.” 


Whilt many in the preſent day neglect 
religion, and others deſpiſe it, we ought 
to expreſs a zealous regard for it, and not 
be deterred by the frowns and ſcoffs of 
any, if we mean to have the approbation 
of our heavenly Judge. It was the duty 
of the Lord's people formerly to makeapub- 
lic profeſſion of their attachment to the true 
| God, 
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God, and to meet together for his worſhip, 


and it is as much incumbent on them now, 
Sion was the place where God had his 
houſe, and where his people aſſembled to- 
gether for his worſhip ; and therefore of 
this Sion it is ſaid, ** the Lord loveth the 
gates of Sion more than all the dwellings 
« of Jacob.” F/. Ixxxvii. 2. It is evi- 
dently implied, that God loved the dwell- 
ings of Jacob, where his name was called 
upon in truth, yet it is declared, that he 
loved the gates of Sion more. And why 
ſo? The reaſon is obvious, becauſe he 
was more honoured by being publicly wor- 
ſhipped, and becauſe this was the moſt 
likely means of ſpreading the knowledge 
of his glory, and of winning ſouls unto 
him. | 


Under the preſent diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel, there is no particular houſe for 
God of his appointment, ſuch as the ta- 
bernacle and temple formerly were, but 
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we may pray any where, worſhip any 
where, as beſt ſuits our convenience or 
preſent circumſtances. Nevertheleſs it is 
as much the duty of the Lord's people, 
to have their aſſemblies for public worſhip, 
as it was formerly. Can it be thought, 
that we are leſs obliged to ſcek the honour 
of God, the ſpiritual welfare of our fellow 
men, and the good of our own ſouls, than 
they were in former times. We find that 
in the apoſtles days, Chriſtians were formed 


into churches or religious ſocieties, for the 


purpoſes of carrying on the worſhip of 


God, and their mutual edification, and 


they had their meetings for theſe . ends. 


Their ſtated meetings on the Lord's-day, 


or the firſt day of the week ; as appears 
from Acls xx. vii. And upon the firſt 
„ day of the week, when the diſciples 
came together to break bread, Paul 
«© preached unto them ready to depart on 
te the morrow, and continued his ſpeech 
until midnight.” And 1 Cor. xvi. 2: 
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Upon the firſt day of the week, let 

every one lay by him in ſtore as God 

« hath proſpered him, that there be no 

« oatherings when I come.” We have 

likewiſe ſcripture authority for believing 

that they had their meetings for prayer 
- and religious improvement at other times, 
as occaſion did require, An inſtance of 

this ſort is recorded in As xii. Peter 

being in priſon, there was a meeting for 
prayer, in the houſe of Mary, the mother 

of John Mark, and many were gathered 
together. And behold the ſucceſs of their 

prayers! Whilſt they were praying, the 

Lord ſent his angel to deliver his ſervant 

from his impriſonment. The promiſe of 

Chriſt is wonderfully adapted for our en- 

couragement, Matt. xvii. 19, 20, © If 

„ two of you ſhall agree on earth, as 

touching any thing they ſhall aſk, it 

** ſhall be done for them of my Father 

which is in Heaven; for where two or 
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three are gathered together in my name, 
* there am I in the midſt of them.” 


Let it be further conſidered, that Chriſ- 
tians are exhorted and commanded, not 
to forſake the aſſembling of themſelves 
** together as the manner of ſome is, but ex- 
hort one another daily.“ Heb. x. 25. In 
perſecuting times, they were tempted to 
forſake the aſſembling of themſelves toge- 
ther for fear of ſuffering. Some were 
overcome by the temptation, yet there were 
other faithful ſouls, who encountered great 
difficulties and dangers to meet together 
for God's worſhip, and their' mutual edi- 
fication. It might be faid, they ſought 
the bread of their ſouls at the peril of 
their lives. In the preſent day, our danger 
is not from this quarter; no, bleſſed be 
God, we can meet together for worſhip 
whenever we pleaſe, under the protection 
of law, none daring to diſturb us. But 
our danger ariſes from our love of eaſe 
and. 
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and ſenſual indulgence, from our luke- 
warmneſs in religion, and from the evil 
example and apoſtacy of ſome profeſſors. 
O!] take heed, brethren, of loſing your 
firſt love; of waxing cold in religion, and 
of turning back from the good ways of 
the Lord. Don't forget that awful word, 
« if any man draw back, my ſoul ſhall 
% have no pleaſure in him.” Apoſtacy 
begins in the heart, in an evil heart of 
unbelief, in departing from the living God. 
It manifeſts its prevalence in drawing per- 
ſons to neglect the duties of religion in 
the cloſet and the family, and then it 
proceeds to a forſaking the aſſemblies of 
the Lord's profeſſing people. When per- 
ſons, who once made a profeſſion, come 
this length, that they will neglect public. 
_ ordinances, and pay no regard to the ſanc- 
tification of the ſabbath, but will ſpend it 
in idleneſs, in diſſipation and pleaſure, or 
worldly buſineſs, it may be ſaid they are 
gone a great way from God, and (what- 
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ever they may think) are in a moſt dan- 
gerous condition. I will not ſay there is 
no hope of them or for them; no, be- 
cauſe backſliders have been recovered and 
healed, and we know not what a God of 
ſovereign grace and mercy may do. But 
this we affirm, that at preſent they are 
in an awful condition. They have no 
pleaſure in God or his ſervice, and he has 
ſaid, that his ſoul hath no pleaſure in 
them. They are bidding him depart from 
them; becauſe they defire not the know- 
ledge of his ways; and what can they 
expect, but that he ſhould ſay unto them, 
* Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting 
« fire, prepared for the devil and his angels?” 
But I would willingly hope better things 
of you, and things which accompany fal- 
vation, although I thus ſpeak. 


I come now to the laſt thing I pro- 
poſed, viz. To confider, How we are to 
attend on public ordinances, ſo as not to 

Fo infringe 
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infringe on the duties of the family and 
the cloſet. 


I feel myſelf rather at a loſs here, be- 
cauſe we have no particular directions in 
the ſacred word concerning this matter; 
nothing but general rules which we are 
to apply in the beſt manner we can, I 
would, therefore, ſpeak with caution, and 
not in a peremptory manner; yet being 
called to it, I will give you my opinion 
freely without reſerve. rity 


Let us conſider this matter a little, both 
in reſpect to working- days and ſabbaths. 
You know that on working- days we have 
lectures, church- meetings, and prayer- 
meetings; an attendance on ſome of theſe 
may be your duty, and for your ſpiritual 
profit, when you can do it without neg- 
lecting any other el 
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Providence has ſo ordered it, that ſome 
perſons have leiſure, and are in eaſy cir- 
cumſtances; inſomuch that they can at- 
tend this or that lecture, without hurting 
the temporal intereſt of themſelves or fa- 
milies. In this caſe it appears to be right 
to give their attendance, that they may 
get good to their ſouls. But we don't 
ſay, that it is the duty of perſons to at- 
tend ſuch lectures, when they have ne- 
ceſſary buſineſs to mind, and families to 
provide for; no, they ought not to neglect 
their buſineſs and the care of their fa- 
milies. i ch 


I will ſpeak a word or two about church- 
meetings. It muſt be allowed, that it is 
not aways the duty of church- members to 
attend theſe; yet I fear not to ſay, that it 
is the duty of all to make a point of attend - 
ing with the church- they belong to, when- 
ever they can. The command, ** not to 
«© forſake the aſſembling of ourſelves toge- 


ther,” 
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« ther,” appears to me to apply to this 
caſe and to be binding upon us. When 
church-meetings are appointed for prayer, 
exhortation, or any other matter for the 
benefit of the church, it is a diſcourage- 
ment to paſtors to ſee ſome of their flock 
careleſs and indifferent about attending 
this conduct is alſo ſlighting the church, 
ſetting a bad example to others, and muſt 
be injurious to their own ſouls. It is to 
be lamented that many profeſſors of the 
preſent day have loſt ſight of this part of 
their duty, ſo as to make no conſcience of 
attending their church-meetings. Does not 
this manifeſt a great want of love and zeal? 
Where is your love to the body of which 
you are a member, and your zeal for its 
proſperity ? It has been the happy experi- 
ence of many, who have conſcientiouſly 
attended theſe mectings, that they have fre- 
quently bcen to them times of refreſhing 
from the preſence of the Lord. And when 
it is conſidered that theſe meetings are only 
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once a week for an hour or two, and per- 
haps only once or twice in a month, if 
people were to contrive well, they might 
generally manage their affairs ſo as to give 
their attendance without infringing upon 
any other duty. To this I will add, that 
prayer-meetings have their advantages, 
when properly conducted: they ferve to 
promote mutual love and edification ; there- 
fore when thoſe who are concerned in them 
can attend, without neglecting any other 
neceſſary duty, it is certainly right to en- 
courage them with their preſence. 


But now we ſhall turn our ein unto 
the Lord's day. 


/ 


Iconceive that the gentlemen, who formed 
the liſt of ſubjects for monthly diſcuſſion 
at the monthly meetings, had a ſpecial re- 
ſpect to the Lord's day in the ſubject under 
our conſideration; and then the queſtion is, 
what 1s the beſt way of ſpending the ſab- 
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bath? Or thus, what is the beſt method 
we can take on that holy day, for our own 
improvement in religion, and for that of 
our families, if we are favoured with 


e 


It is taken for aa that the © 
to be kept holy, that it is to be devoted to 
the worſhip of God, and the concerns of 
our ſouls. It is a ſpecial ſeaſon of grace, 
as a market day for the foul, therefore we 
ſhould endeavour to make the beſt uſe of it 
we can poſſibly. I am ſenſible that peo- 


ple's ſituation and circumſtances are fo 
widely different, that no rule can be given 


which will ſuit all, but what may be beſt 


For ſome, will not be ſo for others. I wiſh 


all my dear hearers to be looking up to | 
God for direction in a way of ſerious and 


fervent prayer; and then in the fear of God 
to conſider, what is the beſt courſe they 
can take, which is the moſt likely to pro- 
mote che * of God, their own ſpiritual 
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improvement, and the good of thoſe r 


are connected with. 


In this great city, you have opportunities 
for attending the public worſhip of God, 
morning and afternoon; beſides which there 
are evening: lectures, where the goſpel of 
Chriſt is faithfully preached. I am glad 
there are ſuch lectures, becauſe I believe 
i they have their important uſe. | I view 
them as advantageous ſeaſons for young 
p people, whoſe lot is caſt into families deſti- 
q tute of family- religion; for ſervants like- 
wiſe in ſome ſituations who can but ſeldom, 
perhaps never, attend public worſhip, ex- 
cept in the evening; and no doubt, they 
may be convenient and beneficial to others 
5 beſides theſe. e 81 1691 1 m Us 
Bag now vi you aſk me, what is my judg- 
ment in reſ pect to thoſe who have the care 
of families, young children and ſervants? 
Is it beſt for them to attend theſe lectures? 
Without heſitation I anſwer, no, becauſe I 
think 
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think I can ſhow you a more excellent way, 
My opinion is, that if you attend public - 
worſhip with your families morning and 
afternoon,” you may improve the time in the 
evening to greater advantage at home, than 
by going abroad, ſpending ſome part of it 
in your cloſets, and the reſt in your families 
in religious exerciſes, except what is ne- 


ceſſary for the refreſhment of your bodies. 


I will take the liberty, of pointing out to 
you a plan of conduct for the Lord's day. 


_ evenings, which you may adopt unleſs you, 


can think-of a better. 


8 1 fave in the firſt place, that it is 


highly proper to devote more time on that 
day to cloſet religion than on other days. 
This certainly comports with the deſign of 
the ſabbath, which is to be conſecrated to 
God's ſervice and the benefit of the ſoul. 
After having heard two ſermons, I am in- 
clined to think it will be more profitable to 
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meditate upon what you have been hearing, 
trying to get it impreſſed upon your hearts, 


than to hear more, and leave little or no 


time for reflection. Some are exceſſively 
fond of much hearing, and think but little 
on what they have heard. For want of 
meditation the word ſlippeth away, and has 
dio durable effect upon them. Meditation is 
like digeſting our food ; for as the food we 
take does not nouriſh the body unleſs it be 
- digeſted, no more does the word nouriſh 
the ſoul unleſs it be meditated upon, It is 


to be lamented that there is a great number 


of unprofitable hearers, 4 hearers of the 
„ word but not doers, who, as deſcribed 
by the apoſtle James, are like unto a 
man beholding his natural face ina glaſs: 


for he beholdeth himſelf, and goeth his 


* Way, and ftraightway. forgetteth what 
manner of man he was.” James i. 
23, 24. I would not be miſunderſtood, 
as if I meant to ſay, that all who are fond 
of much hearing are unprofitable hearers ; 
no, by no means; for I am perſuaded there 
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are many of them ſerious Chriſtians, who 
love God's word and profit by it: yet as 
to theſe, I apprehend that if they heard 
leſs and thought more, it would be better 
for them. I repeat it, that in my judg- 
ment the beſt method for ſpiritual improve - 
ment is to hear only two ſermons, and then 
in the evening in your ſecret retirement to 
recolle&t what you have been hearing, and 


labour to get your hearts more deeply af- 


fected with the truths which have been de- 


livered. If theſe truths have been of an 
humbling nature, meditate on them for 
your humiliation ; if they have been en- 
couraging and comforting, dwell on them 
in order that your ſouls may be ſtrengthened 
and comforted by them, 


In your ſecret prayers be longer and larger 
than common. Think of your fins, your 
wants, and your mercies, and theſe will 
furniſh you with matter for prayer. Hav- 
ing time for it, make confeſſion of your 
ſins very particularly before the Lord: like- 
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wiſe ford) your. temporal and ſpiritual 
wants before him by mentioning them diſ- 
tinctly; and return him thanks for his 
mereies, not in a common or general way, 
but call to remembrance his favours as 
well as you can, and thank him for this, 
and for that, and for the other, as they 
66cur to your mind. It is our privilege, 
that in our cloſets we may be quite free 
with God, may ſay any thing to him in 
our own! language, Provided it be ſpoken 
with reverence and godly fear. He does 
not regard the language, he knows the 
meaning, and if it come from a ſincere and 
Kumble heart in the name of Chriſt, he 
will mercifully attend to it. 


Moreover it will be proper for you in 
your cloſets to read ſome portion of God's 
holy word, and endeavour to underſtand it 
and feel its power. Don't ſatisfy your- 
ſelves with bare reading as many do, but 
aſk yourſelves the ſame queſtion as Philip 
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put to the Ethiopian Eunuch, when he 
ſound him reading in the prophecy of 
Iſaiah, underſtandeſt thou what thou 
4 readeſt ?? Ads viii. 30. It is not read- 


ing much at a time, but reading with un- 


derſtanding, meditation and prayer, that 
is the moſt profitable way. If you have 
time for it, you may alſo read a printed 
ſermon of ſome ſound and pious miniſter, 
wherein ſome doctrine, duty, promiſe or 
privilege of the goſpel is opened. This 
will enlarge your views of the ſubject, and 
bring to your remembrance ſuch truths as 
you yourſelves would not have immedi- 
ately recollected. | 


I would farther obſerve, that when you 
retire for ſecret devotion, you will do well 
to put your children and ſervants upon. re- 
tiring too, and recommend it to them to 
ſpend the time in praying to God, in read- 
ing his word or ſome good book, and in 
Jearning their catechiſm or hymns. 

When 
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worſhip, you may inquire of your children 
and ſervants, with mildneſs and tenderneſs, 
what they remember . of the ſermons they 
have been hearing. This practice will tend 
to make them attentive in hearing, and 
give you an opportunity of taking up ſome 
of thoſe truths which have been delivered, 
and making ſuch remarks upon them as by 
God's bleſſing may be uſeful unto them. 
After this hear them their catechiſm and 
hymns, and endeavour to inſtruct them in 
ſome part thereof. You may then call 
upon each of them, who are capable of it, 
to read a chapter in the Bible ; afterwards 


read ſome good ſermon, what is plain and 
_ eaſy to be underſtood, and then cloſe the 


ſervice of the day with ſinging and prayer 
to God. | | 


Thus I have given you ſomething of 4 
plan for your conduct on Lord's day even- 
ings, ſuppoſing you to have families under 


your 
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your care: yet you will obſerve, that 1 
don't urge it upon you as a matter of ne- 
ceflity to adopt and follow this plan exactly, 
if you can make alterations which you ap- 
prehend will be better. I leave you to 
judge for yourſelves : only judge in the 
fear of God, and with prayer for his direc- 
tion, and impartially conſider what is beſt 
for your own ſouls, and what is the moſt 
likely to promote the knowledge, ſpirit, 
and power of religion in your families. 


